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THE ANGLO-NORMAN FAMILIES OP LEGALE 

IN THE COUNTY 'OF DOWN, 



& the month, of February, 1177, Sir John de Ootiroy accompanied by his brother-in-law Sir Ar- 
moric St Lawrence, Sir Boger le Poer, twenty-two knights and 300 foot soldiers, and many of the 
Irish, according to Lord Lyttleton, marched from Dublin to Ulster, reaching the city of Down'on the 
fifth day, which he surprised, and, without resistance, captured and rifled. The Annals of the Fotir 
Masters, of Ulster, of Innisfallen, &c, record many battles as being fought between De Courcy and 
the Ulster Irish, principally with the chieftains of Ulidia, at that period held by the family of Mac 
Donslevy, originally called O'h-Eochadha. (O'Haughey.) Victory sometimes leaned to the native forces, 
but ultimately to the English, owing, in some degree, to their superior description of 'arms, and the 
almost impenetrable armour with which they were clad, (as stated by Hanmer,) as well as to De Courcy 's 
own gigantic strength and indomitable courage, and the support which he received from the clergy, 
who were constrained by the Bulls of Popes Adrian and Alexander, and by the influence of the Cardinal 
Legate Vivian, then inDown. There eanbe little question but the number of De Courcy 's troops has been 
vastly underrated; and that the success which he achieved attracted stih greater numbers, who flocked 
to his standard, hoping to share in the spoils, "the cloathing, gold, silver, plate, and rich booties," which, 
Hanmer writes, the English obtained, "without checke or controulment of any," on their first victory 
in Down. Eventually, such was the progress of his arms, that he subjugated to the English crown 
the greater part of the maritime coasts of Ulster, from the Boyne to the Bann, with considerable por- 
tions of the interior, having his chief castle at Downpatrick in the territory of Lecale. But the Irish, 
though defeated, were not subdued ; and to protect his conquest of Lecale, De Courcy found it neces- 
sary to erect a chain of upwards of 18 castles, (including the seven in Ardglass,) girdling the entire 
sea-coast and river of Lough Coyne from Dundrum to Ath-na-eleidhe (now Annacloy) on the 
Marches ; with another at Clough to guard the mountain passes from Iveagh, and which stood in 
view of the greater fortress of Dundrum. This remarkable feature in the topography of this and the 
adjoining districts, could not fail to strike such a keen observer as Mrs. Hall, and we accordingly find 
her writing that " along the whole of its borders — north, south, east, and west — are the ruins of mi-' 
' ' merous castles. The character of the scenery, indeed, strongly reminded us of the ' Barony of Forth' 
" in the county of Wexford ; for everywhere we noted indications that a comparatively small number 
" of strangers had been living in the midst of enemies, whom they had 'come to spoil,' and who were, 
' ' consequently, compelled to keep ' watch and ward' at all seasons, in or about their ' strong houses of 
"stone.' ":■...'■ 

With portions of the lands thus conquered, De Courcy richly endowed many of the monastic 



houses; also amply rewarding such of his fellow-soldiers, as determined on abiding his fortune, with 
similar grants. Sir John Davies, in Ms " Discoverie of the True Causes why Ireland was never 
subdued, &c," mentions the Auddeyes, Oernoris, OUntons, m&Msselh, as among such "voluntaries;" — 
whilst Harris, in his Hisstory of the County of Down, gives, in addition, the families of Savage, "White, 
Riddel, Sandal, Poer, Chamberlane, Stokes, Mandeville, Jordan, Stanton, Passelew, Copland, and 
Martell; and adds, "perhapstheEitz-simotts, Crowleys, and Bensons." The "perhaps," of Harris is, how- 
ever, perfectly gratuitous, as it is highly probable he extracted his list from the Act for the attainder of 
Shane O'Neill, passed in the 11th year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth; which, after enumerating the 
Queen's numerous historical titles to the realm of Ireland, mentions the conquest of Ulster, by John 
de Corsie," who " brought the people of the same in due subjection to the crown of England j 
and for his painefull service and worthy deedes, did hold and possosse the sayd countrey of Ulster 
quietly of the king of England's gift : of whose companions in annes there remaineth at this^day in 
Ulster, as a testimonial of that conquest, certain stirpes of English bloud ; as the Savages, Yordans, 
(Jordans), Eitz Simons, Ohamberling, Bensons, Russols, Audeleyes, Whites, and many others, as pro- 
prietors of large portions of land, hardly and valiantly hitherto kept by them, although with great 
peril and povertie," In a M.S. written about 1598, 'and printed in Dubourdieu's Antrim, it is also 
stated, that De Courcy planted in Le Cahill Bundry English gentlemen, " where some of their pos- 
terity yet remain. Their names are, Savages, Russels, Eitz-siinmons, Audlies, Jordans, Bensons." 
In the list, subsequently given by Harris, of the principal gentlemen resident in Down in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, (query, end of her reign ?) of those decidedly of British origin he mentions only the 
families of Savage, Eitz-simmons, Dowdal, White, Benson, Russel, Jordan, Audley and Mandevill ; 
omitting those who have been stated as followers of De Courcy, the Biddels, Sandals, Poors, Cham- 
berlanes, Stokes,, Stantons, Logans, Passelews, Coplands, Martins, and Crollys ; though some of these, 
for instance the latter, were then possessed of ample possessions in Down, as also the Chamberlanes ; 
for we find, by an Inquisition held at Downpatrick, 14th September, 1084, that so lato as 1015, Ro- 
ger Chamberline, of Mozellrath, in Louth, then granted to Francis Annesley, Baron of Mountnorris 
the estate of Cloghmaghereatt, (now the town of Clough,) in whose family it remained until 1783, when 
it was sold to the grandfather of the present proprietor, David S. Kerr, Esq. 

Some of the above names, under their Norman forms, are to bo found in the attestations to the mo- 
nastic grants from De Courcy, to Down, Neddrum, &c, and in the grants from his followers, to Ned- 
drum. Thus Adam Camcrario we may presume to be the founder of the Chamberlanes, Roger do 
Dunseforth of the Jordans, Willielmo de Ooupland of the Coplands, Radulfo Martel of the Martels, 
Simone Passelew of the family of that name, Walter de Loga of the Logans," Will' de Stokys of the 



a There are many families of the name of Logan in Lecale as well aa the rest of Down, but tliev are of Scotch oriem. 
Walter Logan of Pnweatowa, m the Ards, a Scotchman, 18 May, 11, James I, received a Brant o'f floni mtion to lie free 
of the yoke of Scotland. The Wardlaws, also, who are supposed to hoof English dosoont, are Scotch. William 
Wardlow, of lismullen, now Bishops Court, received alike grant in 1611 
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Stokes; and we may fairly presume that Osberto T. Tussel, an attesting witness to the grant of Bally- 
kinlar from De Courcy to Christ Church is a copyist's mistake for Eussel." It is very probable, 
however, that the Riddels, Poers, Stantons, Passelews, and Martels, never resided in Down, though the 
map accompanying Connellan's translation of the Four Masters, places the Martels in Upper Castle- 
reagh, and the Stantons and Le Poers in Lower Castlereagh ; kit nothing can be more in- 
correct than this map in the placing of most of the English and Irish families in Down, as 
we find the Russets placed in .the south of Dufferin. which belonged to the Whites, instead 
of in. Lecale ; and the Fitz-sinions in the Ardes, which belonged to the Savages ; the Audleys 
in Lower Castlereagh, and the Jordans in Upper Castlereagh; though it will appear that all these 
families were located in Lecale. Harris, it will have been perceived, has the Mandevilles so late here 
as Elizabeth's reign : we have for this, however, no other evidence, and we think it highly prooable 
that that family, as well as the Logans, and Stokes, had left Ulster shortly after the death of the 
"Red Earl." 

Up to the time of Cromwell a continued intercourse and intermarriage of the old British families 
were kept up between the inhabitants of Lecale and of the County Louth ; the communication between 
the districts being maintained, at an early period, according to Harris, by sea, " while the L-ish pos- 
sessed all the passes in the mountains between the two counties. ' ' This intercourse arose not alone from 
the sympathy of common origin and motives of mutual defence, but also from the fact, that many of those 
families held property in both places; such as the Dowdalls, Clintons, Whites, Ohamberlines and Stokes, 
whom we find constantly appearing in the 'Inquisitions' as trustees for the Lecale families ; and that, 
in the confusion consequent on the death of the " Red Earl," and the fierce wars of the O'Neills, many 
of these families parted with their lands in Lecale, and removed to Louth, Meath, and Dublin ; thus 
accounting in some degree for their decay and disappearance out of Down. Bat many of them clung 
with desperate fidelity to the ancestral homes and fertile fields which their forefathers had won with 
their good broad-swords ; and we believe we do not exaggerate when we state, that one-half of the pre- 
sent population of Lecale is their direct posterity, the remaining moiety being of modern English, 
Scotch, and Irish descent. At first it seems difficult to account for so many of the descendants of the 
old Anglo-Norman settlers being located here, while they have disappeared from the rest of the 
County ; but this apparent difficulty will vanish, when we reeolleet that a great portion, more than one 
half of this Barony, belonged to the Church, and that, prior to the suppression of the religious houses, 
from the reign of Henry the seventh the Pitzgeralds held, (with a short period of intermission,) the 

b Lodge vol. vi. p. 140, under Lord Kingsale, writes that, in 1196, De Courcy took a garrison-castle at Killsandall, 
where lie placed one Itussel, -who, making an incursion into Tyrcormel, was killed, in his return with a great booty, 
with mtmy of his men, by Mnchertach O'Molldory, king of Tyrconnel,— The Four Masters, under the date 1197 call 
this castle " Kill Sancton," and state it as being built by De Courcy and the English of Ulidia, on which they left Roit- 
sel or RoUel 1'itm in command, and, though they mention his defeat, say nothing of his being killed. It is yery pos- 
sible the names were identical, the affix Pitun being subsequently abandoned. The castle of Killsandall was on the 
east side of the river Bann, near Coleraine; its foundations are still visible.— See O'Donovan, Pour Masters ;— Beeves, 
Eocl. Antiquities, p.p. 74-324,— -and Frimate Colton's Visitation, pp. 29-31. 
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largo estates of Ardglass and Strangford; — that no forfeiture, of any importance, took place until tie 
time of Cromwell;— 7-and that consequently, there being no sudden change of proprietors, there was no 
new plantation and expulsion of the old stock, 

Of the families whose descendants still remain, or who held property up to the middle of the seven' 
teenth century, such as the Savages, Russells, Jordans, Audleys, Pitzsimons, with some others also of 
British descent, we purpose now entering into a brief memoir ; for, though the subject could be greatly 
enlarged on, we prefer treating it with conciseness, but at the same time with/the strictest accuracy. 

And first of the Savaqeb ; their possessions were principally in the Ardes, where they resided in 
their Castles of Portafeny, Ardkeen, and Ballygalgot; yet they were occasionally designated 'Lords of 
Leatlicatliail,' [Lecale,] but this was only at short intervals, when with the strong-hand they over-ran 
the territory, until driven back to their peninsular highlands by the yet stronger forces of the 
O'Neills, and finally by the Ktzgeralds. It does not, indeed, appear, that they were ever able to at- 
tain a permanent footing in Lecale, though often making claims to portions, which, even so recently 
as the time of Mary, the deputy St. Leger, by an order in Council dated 11 Peb. 1553, denounced, 
in consequence of their attempts to usurp the castle of Kilelief from the Bishop of Down and Con- 
nor. This family was the only one of British origin in the County known to have assumed an Irish 
name, as the great families of De Burgh, Birmingham, de Angulo, and Dexecester did in other parts of 
Ireland. The name adopted was " Mao Seneschall," from their so often filling the ofiice of Seneschal 
of Ulster; and Harris says, they had go far degenerated as to fall into rebellion against the Crown. — ■ 
And here we may observe as a singular fact that, except in a very few instances, (some seven or eight,) 
the British settlers did not Anglicize the local denominations as they did in Louth ; — the exceptions 
being Ballystokes before mentioned, three townlands from the Bussels, two from the Jordans, two 
from the Audleys, and one from the Crollys ; while it is still more singular that up till some forty . 
years since, the familiar language of the "lower side of Lecale" was genuine Irish. — The family of 
Savage has given many distinguished officers to the service of their country, in the army as well aa navy 
particularly the latter. The Portaferry branch some time since changed its name to Nugent, and is 
now represented by Patrick John Nugent, Esq. The Ardkeen branch is represented by Clayton 
Bayly Savage, Esq., B.L., of Norelands, County Kilkenny, who is the present proprietor of the Holly- 
mount Estate, in this Barony, comprising seven townlands. The name is still pretty numerous 
through the Barony, in families who claim to be of the same stock. 

The family of Eubsem,, (indifferently spelled, in the Chancery Rolls, Basel, Itossel, Itussnl, and lias-' 
sell,) we find very early seated in Down, enjoying high ofiiees as Sheriffs, Chancellors, and Barons of 
the Exchequer of Ulster. In the reign of Charles I., by reference to the Ulster Inquisitions wo dis- 
cover that they had then branched into five or six families, namely, those of Bright, Killough, Kath- 
mullan, Quoniamstown, Ballyvaston, and Ballygallaghan, possessing largo conterminous properties 
along the eastern sea-board of Lecale; one branch of which, (that of KilUmgh,) held the estate of 
Sheephouse in Meath, and another, that of Seatown, County Dublin. The greater part of these ea- 
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tates was, however, swept away in the time of Cromwell, the only branch that retained its possessions 
being the family of Quoniamstown; wMoh townland, with the adjoining one of Ballystrew, near Down- 
patriek, they still enjoy ; the present proprietor being Thomas John Russell, Esq., of Dalkey, Coun- 
ty Dublin, in whose family this property has, therefore, remained for upwards of sis centuries. — 
There are still extant in Leeale, several other families of the name, descendants of junior branches, 
and enjoying considerable affluence ; of one of which, (that of Killough,) the Rev. Doctor Russell — Pro- 
fessor of Ecclesiastical History in Maynooth, and a distinguished writer and Archaeologist, — is a 
member. 

The family of Cbolly, alias Swokdes, originally seated at Ballydonnell, and subsequently at Bally^ 
Jrilbeg, held eight townlands, forming the southern portion of the parish of Down, of which they 
lost all but Ballykilbeg, during the time of the Commonwealth ; the latter being sold about the com- 
mencement of the present century. Two families of them still remain in that townland, of whom the 
late venerated Primate Crolly of Armagh was a younger branch; — the eloquent divine poet and es- 
sayist, the Rev. Doctor X>oly of St. George's, London, being also a collateral descendant. This family 
is not to be confounded with that of Croly, or O'Croly. alias O'Crowley, — the former proprietors of Kil- 
shallow, in the Barony of Carbery, County Cork, — which is purely Celtic ; though it is not a little 
strange that the English family at Stourbridge, in Worcestershire, of whom Sir Ambrose Crovrley was 
the head, in the first half of the 18th century wrote their name in the same manner as the Irish 
one appears intheMunster Inquisitions. 

The DowDAiis, long subsequent to the reign of Elizabeth, held property in Ardglass andBallyder- 
gan, which they sold early in the reign of Charles I, retiring to their estate of Desert, County Louth ; 
after which they totally disappear from Leeale. 

The Auiilbys, of Audleystown, sold part of their property, in 1643, to the "Ward family, to whom, 
also, they sold the remainder about the beginning of the last eentury ; the latest mention we ean find 
of the name in this locality being a Thomas Audley, residing in Ballynagalliagh in 1732. 

The Jobd-uss, of Dunsford and Ardglass, (the head of which, in Elisabeth's reign, was Simon Jor- 
dan, so well known for the noble defenoe of his castle in Ardglass against the O'Neills,) had large 
possessions in Dunsford, Lismore, Jordan's Crew, Jordan's Acre, &e., which Simon, his son, sold, in 
1656, to Nicholas Eitzsimons of Kilelief. It does not appear by the Inquisitions that he had any 
children ; but a few fa mili es of the name are still to be found in the barony, who claim, and doubt- 
less are of, the same lineage. 

The family of Eitzsimons, in addition to the property acquired by purchase from Jordan, had a 
large patrimonial estate of their own in Kilelief, Ballynarry, Granagh, &c, which they parted with, 
in piecemeal, to the Smiths, Wards, Brices, &c. The name, however, we should say, is at present, by 
far the most prevalent in the barony, particularly the northern part, where there are entire town- 
lands bearing that cognomen, upwards of forty being on the registry of voters, in 1852 ; nearly 
double that of any other. 
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But independent of the British families, before mentioned, whoso names appear in Harris and the 
Inquisitions as early settled in Leeale, there are, at the present time, several others whoso ancient 
standing cannot be disputed — such as the Denvirs, Starheys, Clintons, Blaneys, and Mfanniom • ° the 
latter, however, whose name was originally Merriman, only dating from the reign of Elizabeth, at the 
same time as the Wards and Wests. 

The family of Djsnvtr is unquestionably Anglo-Norman, (said to have come here from Essex ;) or, 
rather it is originally French, being the same name as De Anverso, DAnvers, Danvors, derived from 
the town of Anvers, now Antwerp, in Brabant. In the Post Mortem Inquisitions of Edward III., 
the name is spelled Danvere,- and in the same form it is found, in numerous instances, in an old Tithe 
Book of the Deanery of Down, of the date of 1732 : — afterwards it was spelled Denver, and it is 
only lately the spelling Denvir was adopted. The Rt. Rev. Dr. Denvir, of Belfast, is of this family ; 
and on the list of registered voters, 1852, wo find 23 of this name. As aproof of the French origin of 
this family we may state, that the name Denvers, (pronounced Denver,) is very numerous in Paris ; 
one of them being a member of the Court of Cassation. 

The family of Stakkey, of whom there are considerable numbers in Locale, (there boing eight on 
the registry of voters,) is, also, purely English ; many highly respectable houses of tho name are to bo 
found in England, particularly in Lancashire and Cheshire, from the latter of which it is probable 
they came to Ireland with Do Courcy. We find a James Starkey of Ardglass, in 1586, joint trustee 
with Audley, of Audleystown, of the estates of Robert Swordes, alias Croly ; but there is little or no 
mention of them at a subsequent date in tho Ulster Inquisitions. 

We also find on the registry of voters, of the other English families incidentally mentioned, eleven 
Biaotts and two Clintons, though there are a great many more of the name in tho barony : and hero we 
may observe, once for all, that the same fact holds as to all the other families whose numbers have 
been given on the authority of these lists — lists which we havo no doubt will render invaluable assis- 
tance to such persons as are desirous of studying this subject as regards the rest of Ireland. 

If space had permitted, we purposed entering on the subject of the later English and Scotch colo- 
nists, inhabitants of this district, as well as of the Irish families, descendants of its lords previous to the 
advent of De Courcy ; but the subject is too extensive for the limits of this paper, and, for the pre- 
sent, we must rest content with, a few hurried observations. It is highly probable that little or no 
change occurred in the population of Locale until after 1641, when the new proprietors introduced 
a number of Scotch settlers, and a portion of the army of Munroe made it their homo. There is no 
means of ascertaining the names of these new colonists in fall; but from the list of Presbyterian land- 
holders of Ulster proposed to be transplanted into Loinster and Munster, in 1658, on account of their 
attachment to monarchical and Presbyterian principles, — for which list we are indebted to the m- 

_° The Down Survey returns William Merryman as having been possessed of seven, tovmlimds in the Parish of Kil- 
clief, principally episcopal lands. The Merrymans and Wards frequently appear as trustees of the Russells, and 
°™$!; Lec ? 1 ' 5 families, and several intermarriages between the Kussolls and Wards are recorded.— Sgo Lodge, vol. vi. 
p. 68, and Ulst. J%. . . 
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search of the late Doctor Reid, the historian of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, — we obtain the 
names of those who were to he removed from Lecale Quarters : — they were Lieutenants Hugh Mont- 
gomery, Launcelot Greece, (Graeey,) Thomas Lindsay, Woodney, John Reynolds, Capt. John 

Wooll, James Stewart, John Dunbarr, John Tenant, James Porter, Stephen Masor, (Mercer ?) and 
John McDowell, - Of these there still exist in the barony the families of Graeey, Stewart, and Lind- 
say • and, up to very lately, that of Mercer and McDowell : the Mercers and McDowells being highly 
respectable citizens of Downpatrick. However, the Scottish popuiuation does not seem to have been 
at that time very numerous, if we may judge from the fact, that in the list of Ministers receiving 
stipends from the Civil Establishment in 1655, a there is only one, the Rev. Robert Eehlin of Strang- 
ford, returned for Lecale. This paucity of numbers may have arisen from the circumstance that 
during the .Cromwollian wars several regiments had been raised in Lecale, one of which was 
stationed in Dundalk in 1647 ; which regiments, we may fairly presume, were raised exclusively 
out of the Scottish population, and which, no doubt, largely contributed to drain the strength of 
those colonists in the barony. At the period of the Revolution, in 1688, after the " Break of 
Dromore," Lecale was overrun by the regiment of Magenis, Lord Iveagh, who had his head-quar- 
ters at Downpatrick ; when many of the adherents of King William, previous to the blockade of 
the ports, were taken prisoners, and others fled to England and the Isle of Man, Several petty skirmishes 
ensued ; the Iveagh troops were defeated, and Iveagh's prisoners liberated by Captain Hunter, who, 
in turn, was overthrown by Major General Buchan. In August 1689, Sehomberg landed in 
Groomsport, when many of the inhabitants of the barony, who had been supporters of King 
James, abandoned the country for Oonnaught. Amid such scenes it is only natural to expect that the 
country would become desolate and greatly depopulated; and though, when peace was restored, 
many families returned to their former homes, yet numbers deserted it altogether. To remedy this, 
several English and Scots, and some farmers from the Ards, were invited here, and had large tracts 
of land allotted to them. Of the English families the principal were Moore, Hunter, Swail, Porter, 
Jennings, Hunter, NeiU. Nesbitt and Cochran ; to which we may add the families of Seeds, Polly, 
Elsinor, (now changed to Nelson,) Coates, and Quaile, who were brought over from England, early in 
the 18th century, by the Hon. Justice Ward, and several of whose descendants are still very numerous 
in the parish of Ballyculter. The second colony of the Scots were chiefly Martins, Henrys, Lowres, (now 
Lewis,) Hoggs, Carsons, and Newells, whose descendants are also numerous in different parts of Le- 
cale ; and it is remarkable that, although the Scottish idiom never prevailed here,— owing, no doubt, 
to the English and Scots " mixing, intermarrying, and communicating with eaoh other, in so many 
different ways" so as to become one people, — yet they preserved intact some of their native customs, 
habits, modes of life and agriculture, up to a recent period, to such an extent, that by looking at the 

d Eeid. vol. II., p. 498. 
• Journal of the House of Commons, March 1G47. 
V 
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face of the country and observing its plantations, it could be told whether the proprietor was of Scotch or 
English descent, the Scotch principally planting ash trees, the English oak, elm, birch and beech. From 
1725 to 1758, Primate Boulter states, in his letters, there was a continuous series of bad harvests all 
over Ireland, but principally in Ulster ; where provisions, particularly oatmeal, (which ho mentions as 
the staple subsistence of the inhabitants,) rose to a high price; which, conjoined to uneasiness about the 
exactions of the tithe farmers, induced great numbers of the northern farmers to emigrate to Anie* 
riea and the West Indies. The emigrants, it appears, were chiefly Presbyterians, and, it may be as- 
sumed, of Scottish origin; which circumstance contributed largely to the reduction of that class of colo- 
nists, and the increase of the old English and native population in Leeale. 

Of the old native Irish tribes, branches of the Dal Fiatach, mentioned by Dudley M. Firbis as re- 
siding at Dun-da-leathglas, (Downpatrick,) it would be folly to attempt tracing any direct descendants 
at the present time; particularly as surnames were not adopted by the Irish until the tenth century, 
and from there being so many migrations of the Ulidian tribes to Leinster and other parts of Ireland: 
for even in 1666, when Mr. Eirbis wrote, he states that they had become " extinct ultimately, excepta 
few of them who are a long time in insignificance." The principal tribes of the Dal Fiatach were the 
CinerAengns, the Clan Fiaekaidh, the O'Cairill, and the O'Connmaigh ; but, unless they adopted other 
than the tribe-names, there are none of them now in Leeale. Erom the Clanna Rudhraidhe, of which 
Magenis and Macartan are branches, was descended Cathal, living in the 8th century, from whom. 
Loath Oailmil (Leeale) derives its name, and whose descendants long held its lordship ; and from the 
same Cathal was descended the family of O'Morna, otherwise MacGriolla Muiro, who frequently appear 
as lords of the territory, even subsequent to the English invasion. The name, in the Irish Annals, is 
sometimes written MacGilhnurray, MacGilniorie, or Gihnor, (Dr. Reeves in his researches, stating Gil- 
mor as the present equivalent;) but, though some of the descendants of these "lords" may have so Angli- 
cized the name, the original one of MacGriolla Muire, written M'Umurray, is still common in the bar- 
ony, and was pretty numerous, in that part of ltathmullan called Scollogstown, up to a recent date. A 
family called MaeMilmorie was resident in Kilwater, County Westmeath, in the reign of James I., 
whether an ofjshot of the Leeale family is uncertain ; but it has been suggested, and is vory proba- 
ble, that the various families of Murrays in Carrickmannon in Oastlereagh, and Slievoaniskey in. 
Iveagh, are so. We have before observed, that the King of Uliclia, in de Courey's time, was Duinn- 
shleibhe O'h-Eochadha, also of the DalFiataek race; and whose descendants, according to the topo- 
graphical po3in of O'Dagan, afterwards branched into the two families of O'Dunlevie and O'Heochy, 
which last very singularly Anglicized their name, not to Hoey, but Hawkins. The name Dunlevy 
is now unknown in Leeale ; but up to a late period there were several families named O'Heoghy. 
The only proprietor of Irish lineage we find in Leeale, in the reign of Elizabeth, is Donat Magrory 
or MacRory, (as the chief of the Kilwarlin branch of Magenis was called,) who died in 1599 seized of the 
lands of Ologher, near Downpatrick, and of the Odd Hall and several messuages in that town, and which 
lands Owen his son, and Donnell his grandson, successively held up to 1662. It is probable it was sold 
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shortly afterwards ; as, in the Letters Patent creating the manor of Killough, granted to Sir Robert 
"Ward, Knt., .dated 29th May, 1671, we find the lands of " Ckmgher" included in the grant. But. 
although there were no native proprietors for the last two centuries, the rural population was exten- 
sively Irish, continuing so to the present day ; thus proving the correctness of the theory, that, in the 
country districts, the population is, or rather was, averse to migration, while, in towns, it was ever 
changing. A very slight examination of the Tithe Book previously referred to, in conjunction 
with the Rental of the Cromwell estate in 1708, (then comprising the town of Downpatriek and a- 
about 70 different denominations,) shews at once that, whilst not more than seven or eight of the fa- 
milies resident in Downpatriek now remain, the same names and families which resided throughout the 
Barony are still to be found in the same identical localities. The principal Irish families now inhabi- 
ting the territory, which we wish to state as nearly as possible according to their relative numbers, are the 
M°Keatins, Hynds, Maglenons, (in other parts of Ireland this family have dropped the Mac, and are 
simply Glennon,) Hannets, (who have Scotticized their name to Hanna,) Connors, Magreevys, Taggarts, 
MsConveys, Crangles, McKearneys, (who latterly have dropped the Mac.) Killens, M°Ilmeals, and 
McOumuskeys, (Mae Cnmuscagh), a name which we have found in no other part of Ireland with the Mac 
prefixed, excepting Dublin, and there they are natives of Downpatriek. This name, Cumuscagh, was 
frequent amongst the Picts, or Cruithnians, who, at an early period, made Lecale one of their habitats ; 
the townland, Ballytrostem, being derived from Trostem the Druid who accompanied the first of the 
Cruithenians who settled in Ireland. Another name, Curoe, common in Lecale, is also we believe pe- 
culiar to it, as we have not found it elsewhere, but whether of Pictish or Milesian origin is uncertain. 

J. W. H. 



ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE " EARLDOM AND BARONS 0E tJISTEE."* 



Since the above article was written, the writer found, on examining Lodge's Peerage, by Arehdall, 
(vol. vi. p. 143,) that the Writ 6 King John, alluded to page 41, as not being in Lynch, was given by 
Lodge under the title " Kingsale." — It is there stated that Philip Augustus of France having disputed 
with John as to the Duchy of Normandy, the decision was referred to a single combat between two 
champions ; that John selected De Courcy as his, and thereupon demanded him of his Barons of Ulster 
by the following writ : — , 

" Rex omnibus Baronibus de Ultonia, &c. qui juraverunt et Obsides dederunt pro Johanne de 
Curcy, Salutem, Mandamus vobis et vos districte summonemus, quatenus venire faciatis Dominum 
vestrum Johannem de Curcy in Servitium nostrum, unde jurastis et Obsides vestros nobis tradidistis, 

. • See the article on this subject in our last Number, Ed. 



